Best wishes for you and your loved ones during the Christmas
and festive season
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Dear Members,

SEASONS GREETINGS AND DECEMBER OFFICE CLOSURE
We have again come to the end of another year that seemed to have passed by in a blink

of an eye. A year that had many challenges and difficulties, and some it seems may still
be with us for some time to come. Those active in the creosote market will as a result
of the shortages know exactly what we are referring to. On the positive side, I am sure
that many will agree that it wasn’t all doom and gloom. The wood preservation industry
in South Africa can look back on a year where all indications are that the total volumes
of timber treated were more than in 2010. We are aiming to publish the 2011 statistics
midway through the first quarter of next year and this will hopefully give a true and
actual reflection of the 2011 situation.
We would like to use this opportunity to wish all our members a very happy holiday
season, a blessed Christmas and our very best wishes for the New Year. Those of you
who will be traveling please take care and drive safely.
Please note that the SAWPA offices will be closing on the 15th of December and will
reopen on the 9th of January 2012.
SAWPA 2012 CALENDAR
The theme for our 2012 wall Calendar is outdoor decking. The calendars have been
posted and members should have received theirs by now. Notify us if you did not
receive a calendar. As part of our annual promotional campaign, calendars were also
posted all over the country to architects, thatch roof builders, agricultural co-ops, etc.
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SANS STANDARDS
The draft amendments to SANS 1288, SANS 754 and SANS 457-3 have all been finalised
and have been or are soon to be circulated to the TC 218 members. These amendments
will subsequently be circulated to all SAWPA members involved in the preservation of
timber products falling within the scope of these standards. Members are requested to
forward any comments (with motivation or reasons) to SAWPA by the date indicated in
the e-mail from us (earlier than SABS closing date). SAWPA will then formulate its

official stance based on the comments received and submit its vote to the SABS TC 218
secretariat. The closing date for SANS 1288 is the 15th of December and members who
still want to submit comments to SAWPA must do so by the 9th of December. The due
dates for the other two standards will be from the middle towards the end of January
as indicated in the notifications.
TALKING ROT
News worthy events/activities/articles: SAWPA would like to appeal to our
members to inform us of any news worthy event or activities which members are
involved in, e.g. building or development project were you were involved with as
a supplier/contractor/sponsor etc. This will then be included in our newsletter to
inform all our members of the interesting activities. Such articles can also be
used in the quarterly Wood Foundation newsletter to inform other associated
industry members on what’s happening in the local timber preservation arena.
Attached is an excellent article sourced from the October SA Forestry magazine
titled “How Long is a piece of string? (or how much water does a gum tree
use?)”, which I am sure you will find interesting. It gives a good answer to a
question the forestry and timber industry so often are confronted with and don’t
always have a clear-cut response.
Members who have access to the internet can take the time to view the film clip
“Wood – Natures stroke of genius” at the following link. It gives the simple facts
on some of the incorrect and negative perceptions on forestry and the use of
wood www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRwA291NAuM
Hits to the SAWPA website during October and November were 17 285 and
22 497 respectively
BRUCE BREEDT
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